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NANAIMO/MID ISLAND BRANCH #600
Spring Newsleter  0  

CHAIR’S REPORT Lawrence Johnson 

Here we are in the Spring of 2022 stii invoived with COVID but in a iess restrictve environment. 
We heid two branch meetngs in 2022 one on March 8th and one on Aprii 12th and another is one 
pianned for May 10th.  We are aiso pianning a spring iuncheon on Tuesday June 7th at the 
Royai Canadian Legion Branch #256 on Bowen Road.  Tickets wiii be on saie at the May membership 
meetng or if you cannot atend the May meetng you can contact Branch Treasurer Gioria Johnson at 
250-616-3827 or via emaii:      gioria.johnson.321@gmaii.com for tckets.

I represented our branch at the “Directors Meetngg in  rince George on Aprii 27, 2022.  We had a 
presentaton from Dr. Richard Brown from Coiiegiate Digitai Resources Ltd.  He reported on the survey
of B.C.G.R.E.A. members that was compieted between December 6, 2021 and January 22, 2022.  
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The response rate was an impressive 37.27%.  The purpose of the survey was to determine what are 
the main actvites that are a priority for BCGREA members?; and what are the communicaton 
methods and frequencies preferred by members?   

The answers were ioud and ciear.  

1.) The current BCGREA service that is important to the most respondents is Representaton on the 
 ubiic Service  ension  ian Board of Trustees. 73.27% of survey respondents seiected this service.

2.) Newsieters, which was seiected by 68.89% of respondents.  The survey was further broken down 
to show responses of members from each branch.  The opinions of our branch members “Nanaimo 
MidIsiandg were simiiar to the responses from across the province.  Thank you to everyone who 
responded to this survey.  You can review the entre report by visitng the B.C.G.R.E.A. website at 
www.bcgrea.ca and seiectng the “NEWSg tab on the front page and then scroii down to the middie of
the page and seiect the dark biue square “BCGREA membership survey: the resuits are in!g  We wiii 
be discussing this report and other actvites that were discussed at the Directors meetng at our 
Branch Membership Meetng on Tuesday May 10, 2022.   I encourage you to atend, we need your 
input.  It is our intenton to deveiop an acton pian on how to make the best use of the informaton 
provided in this report.

The year 2022 is signifcant for the B.C.G.R.E.A., it is our 75th Anniversary in existence since our 
organizaton came into being in 1947.  The associaton is pianning a ceiebraton at the Annuai Generai
Meetng in October and is encouraging branches to deveiop iocai ceiebratons throughout the year.  
The provinciai “recruitment and retentong commitee has ofered to heip branches by ofering 50% 
funding of events up to a maximum of $500.00 each.  I think we shouid take them up on their ofer 
and wiii be discussing this topic at our May meetng.  I iook forward to discussing your ideas on how 
we can ceiebrate this anniversary.  Wouid you iike to do a picnic, or a wine and cheese event, how 
about a booth at the faii fair, what are your ideas?  The associaton aiso reported that every member 
wiii be receiving an Anniversary Caiendar that inciudes 13 months from December 2022 to December 
2023.  It is expected that these caiendars wiii be printed in September and distributed in October.

Hope to see you at a membership meetng and at the June 7, 2022 iuncheon don’t forget to get your 
tckets from our Treasurer Gioria Johnson.

 = GET INVOLVED =

In the meantme staa saafe and be kind to aourselaf.  

***PLEASE GET INVOLVED!***
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Budda Callers/ Telephone Commitee  Mara McDaid

The Teiephone Commitee has historicaiiy contacted Branch members who did not have access to 
emaii in order to provide informaton about upcoming meetngs, speciai events and changes or 
updates to our pension and/or benefts.

In the Spring of 2020, one of our members, Dan Murphy, suggested that we make “Buddy Caiisg to 
check in on members and maintain contact.

Our iong term members of the  hone Commitee are Tom and Gaii Moore, Lorna Fuiton and  eter 
Kanigan. Last Faii we were pieased to add two more members to our group- Monica Kirkhope and 
Betyann Fuiton. The contributon of aii the Commitee members is appreciated by the Branch 
Executve.

Many of the members have formed friendships with the peopie they contact. This is important as 
many of those we caii are unabie to atend meetngs due to distance or physicai iimitatons.

We wouid be happy to caii additonai members whether or not they receive emaiis from our Branch. 
This aiiows you to have reguiar contact with another member.

If you wouid iike to receive caiis from a member of our group, piease contact me at 
mamcdaid@shaw.ca or  50 390 074.
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Membership Director Lea Campbell

 Sunny Spring Greetngs to aii our Branch 600 Members.  As the 2022 Year unfoids, this spring season  
proves to be an interestng one.  Beautfui sunny, warm days to enjoy, then coid and snow the next 
day.  I keep iooking toward Mt Benson to show it is tme to piant.  As most mid-isianders know the  
saying, “when there is no snow on Mt Benson, for at ieast two weeks, it is tme to start piantngg.

Whiie we have accepted new protocois, such as wearing masks and sociai distances, many of us stii 
miss the hugs and handshakes.  I think many aiso miss seeing the friendiy smiies which are siowiy 
coming out of hiding behind the masks.  Let’s enjoy the warmth of the new season, the ionger days 
and soon cheerfui biooms!

The BCGREA Membership remains strong, with just over 500 members.   I see the spreadsheet much 
iike a government worker’s in basket, aiways hoiding a “to dog item.  New members joining, or 
transferring to our branch, others moving to new iocatons, or sadiy, passing.   With the heip of Josie 
Byington at the BCGREA Centrai Registry I am abie to keep our membership informaton up to date.  

If you have any new informaton, such as emaii, address or phone number changes, piease iet me 
know.  I am avaiiabie by emaii at membership.branch600@bcgrea.ca or at our meetngs at the front 
tabie when you sign the atendance book.
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1st Vice    Roz Kenneda

In my roie as Vice chair I am interested in member feedback as to what kind of speakers or presenters
the membership wouid iike to hear at our monthiy meetngs. Be it poiitcai, heaith reiated, senior 
service or hobbies and if you or someone you know has an interestng presentaton piease iet me 
know.
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Benefits and Reasons to be a BCGREA Member꿲

**Keep informed of what is happening with our pension issues through 
discussion and newsieters.**

**Sociaiize, meet new friends and former coiieagues.**

**Have a voice in our organizaton.**

***PLEASE GET INVOLVED!***

Membership Meetngs
The 2nd Tuesday of Jan, Feb, Mar, Apr, May == Sep, Oct, Nov

at
The Unitarian Feiiowship Haii – 395 Townsite Road

1꿲30 pm – 3꿲00 pm

Chair – Lawrence Johnson 250-816-0113
1st Vice – Roz Kennedy 250-682-5820
Secretary – Kathy Torhjeim 250-753-5778 Director of Speciai Events - Vacant
Treasurer – Gioria Johnson 250-616-3827 Director of Good and Weifare – Vacant 
Director – Mary McDaid 250-390-0747 Director  Sociai Actvites - Vacant
Membership – Lea Campbeii 250-756-2587
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SPRING IS JUST OKAY
© Phil Cornish

Published: May 2014

Spring has sprung, the time has come, for the greening of the trees
A time of change, renewal and growth for my allergies

Like everything else in this great world, Spring has its pluses and minuses
But its features are quite singular when it comes to my poor sinuses
A beautiful time of blossoms and buds, new branches and blue skies
But I can't enjoy them one little bit through my oozing, watery eyes

A neti pot, a nasal rinse, I'll try them, yes I will
I'll even take a 24-hour non-drowsy worthless pill

So listen cheerleaders of flowers and sun, to you I must disclose
Spring is not great for all of us, especially my nose

Happa Spring Everaone!
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Katha Torhjelm - Secretara

Lemon Soufe

1 cup white sugar 3 tbsp buter, meited

3 tbsp four 3 eggs, separated

1/4 tsp sait 1 tbsp fneiy grated iemon rind

1 cup miik 1/3 cup iemon juice

1. In a iarge bowi, whisk together 3/4 cup sugar, four and sait.

Whisk in miik, buter and egg yoiks.  Whisk in iemon rind and iemon juice.

2. In a separate bowi, beat egg whites unti soo peaks form.

Beat in 1/4 cup sugar, 1 tbsp at a tme.

3. Str about one-quarter into iemon mixture, foid in remaining egg white.

4. Scrape into 8 inch square baking dish.   iace in iarger shaiiow pan.   our in enough boiiing
water into pan to come haifway up side of dish.

5. Bake in the centre of the 350 F oven for 30 to 40 minutes or unti top is iightiy browned and 
set.  Remove from heat and iet cooi.  Serve warm or cooi.

6. Serves 6
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***BCGREA SPRING LUNCH***
 Tuesdaa, June 7,   0  

Branch 256 Legion on Bowen/Townsite Road

Doors open at 11:30 with iunch at 12:00

Members of BCGREA Branch 600  $10 
$20 for non-members

Contact Gioria Johnson at 250-616-3827 or gioria.johnson.  321  @gmaii.com   
Deadiine for purchasing Lunch tckets is May 30
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IN MEMORY 

Date of Death (dd/mm/yr)   Surname Given

27/09/2020 Aziz     Ken John
06/08/2020 Bereziuk  Mae B
04/05/2020 Classen  Eldred E
02/06/2020 Clements John Leslie (Jack)
17/07/2020 Creed Richard L
15/09/2021 David Thomas W L
          2021 Dolling Betty J
16/06/2021 Fuller Norah E
28/01/2022 Gow Melvin Patrick
08/11/2020 Grabinsky Joyce P
29/11/2021 Hansen Bodil Hallenbeag
24/05/2020 Harrison Norman P
          2019 Hickman Patricia J
14/04/2020 Horn F Delano
30/12/2021 Horsley Arthur Ernest
23/04/2021 Jordan Robert (Bob) E 
08/11/2020 Krogstad Iver Henry
30/11/2020 Liddell Martin Thomas 
12-01-2020 Lorentsen Laurits H.
02-05-2021 MacKenzie Ian E
11/04/2020 Mah-Poy Gale
25/12/2020 McKellar David Earl
12-02-2021 McLean Christina Ann
30/06/2020 Milton Arthur William
30/06/2014 Mueller Peggy
12/07/2020 O'Neill Mary Janet
23/10/2020 O'Sullivan Thomas P
25/07/2021 Patterson Dorothy
29/02/2020 Prysiazniuk Taras (Terry)
01/11/2021 Reynolds Pamela
11/03/2020 Sinclair James Reid
06/08/2021 Spalding Eric L
10/2020   Sutton James
11-03-2021 Stewart-Walker  Carol A
28/02/2020 Wall Henry
28/06/2021 Wallace Doreen E
15/06/2020 Watts Stanley
          2020 Weaver Judith Ann 
31/12/2020 Webber Howard L
04-09-2020 White Robert E
10/07/2021 Willcox Gerard Michael
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